
RESOLUTION NO. 12-55 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Huntsville, 

Alabama, are apprised that Thomas McAdams has been a key figure in the 

development of Defense Weapons Systems Test and Weapon Systems Command 

Control Software for numerous Department of Defense, United States 

Army and NATO weapon systems; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tom is married to Linda McAdams, a recognized Computer 

Scientist.  They are the proud parents of three children: son Todd is 

a graduate of UAH and has his CPA; son David is currently in the Air 

Force active reserve and is stationed at Hill Air Force Base 

subsequent to his tour of duty in Iraq; and daughter Dawn is currently 

managing a local business in Huntsville; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tom is a magna cum laude graduate in Computer Sciences 

from Alabama A&M University in Huntsville.  He also received Level III 

certification from the Office of Assistant  

Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology (ALT) 

in Systems Planning, Research, Development, and Engineering, plus he 

has been NATO Level IV Management certified.  He has numerous Defense 

Systems Management College, Defense Acquisition University and Army 

Institute for Professional Development courses to his credit; and, 

 

WHEREAS, prior to his retirement in 2009, Tom served 22 years 

with the Department of Defense United States Army as a Computer 

Scientist and Computer Engineer on assignment to  U.S. Army Aviation 

and Missile Research Development and Engineering Center (AMRDEC) and 

its predecessors.  Prior to this, he served 13 years in various 

software development/management positions for Leading Department of 

Defense Contractors and served as a Senior Computer Operator in 

support of NASA’s APOLLO Missions 11 through 17.  He ran the ground 

collection computer for the APOLLO Missions telemetry data; and,  

 

WHEREAS, of special highlight were his last four years of service 

where he worked for the NATO Medium Extended Air Defense System 

Management Agency on loan from AMRDEC in several positions, the last 

being Software Manager working in conjunction with his Italian and 

German peers to design and develop the next generation Air-Defense 

System for NATO; and, 

 

WHEREAS, another high point in Tom’s career was in 1986 when he 

received the U.S. Army Research and Development Achievement Award for 

software development in support of the design of a revolutionary means 

(Quadrant Detector) of detecting the centroid of a weapon system laser 

beam. The Quadrant Detector was instrumental in providing a means to 

ensure Lasar guided systems were as accurate as possible; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tom received government commendations including: Army 

Research and Development Achievement Award in 1986; Letter of 

Commendation, Gillespie V. Montgomery, Member of Congress; Letter of 

Recognition, Major General James M. Link, Commanding U.S. Army Missile  
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Command; Letter of Commendation, U.S. Amy Missile Command Technical 

Director; Commanders Award for Civilian Service Medal; Commendation 

for Contractor Officer Representative Service; Exceptional Performance 

Commendation 6/2004-11/2004 and 9/2004-1/2005; and Cold War Service 

Medal.  He received numerous government service awards including 

performance awards, Special Acts, Incentive Awards, Quality Step 

Increases, and promotions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, since Tom’s retirement from AMRDEC, much of his time has 

been devoted to community service.  He currently serves as President 

of the Fleming Meadows and Westbury Estates Civic Association and 

leads the research, development, and design of Safe Routes to School 

grants for the local Huntsville City School System.  He is an active 

member of Holy Spirit Catholic Church. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council and Mayor of 

the City of Huntsville, Alabama, gratefully acknowledge and recognize 

Tom McAdams for his 40-year career in the field of Computer Hardware 

and Software and contributions to our community making it a better 

place to live.  We extend best wishes for all future endeavors. 

 

 

 ADOPTED this the 26th day of January, 2012.  

 

    

________________________________________ 

 President of the City Council of the  

City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

  APPROVED this the 26th day of January, 2012.  

 

    

     ________________________________________ 

     Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


